
was possible and viri- or neolocal options were acceptable. However, strict
uxorilocality was a strong preference, and tensions resulted from a reluc-
tance to abide by it.

�e Palawan neighborhoods are simple aggregates. �ey are not formed
according to the preceding rule of pinemikitan but rather around multiple
choices made by individuals and domestic families. Among these choices is
a preference to live near someone who knows how to adjudicate disputes
and settle quarrels, a “paci�er” or arbiter, expert in speaking the language
of customary law, adat, adept at spinning the yarn of judicial matters,
restoring peace, and healing the community. Healing is another very much
sought a�er capacity, and people also congregate around such experts. At
times the healer of bodies (memimiriq), the ritual specialist (belyan), and
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