
About the Authors:

Wen-Chin Chang is Research Fellow at Center for Asia-Pacific Area

Studies, RCHSS, Academia Sinica, Taiwan. She is an anthropologist

and has conducted extensive fieldwork in Burma, Thailand and

Yunnan. Her interest in this frontier area, composed of multi-

polities, multi-ethnicities, and continuous tension and creation of

diverse cultures. She takes the perspective from below in writing

ethnography of lives, of individualities, and of a migrant group

beyond borders. She has published many journal articles, two co-

edited books: Chinese Circulations: Capital, Commodities, and Networks in
Southeast Asia and Burmese Lives: Ordinary Life Stories under the Burmese
Regime and a monograph: Beyond Borders: Stories of Yunnanese Migrants
of Burma.

ရဲဟိန်းအ	ာင် is the Editor-in-Charge of the Yangon-based Myanmar

Cultural Research Journal. 

SiuSue Mark is a doctoral candidate with the research group Polit-

ical Economy of Environment, Resources and Population at the Inter-

national Institute of Social Studies, Erasmus University, the Hague. 

She has been living in Myanmar since 2008 and working on the

country’s land reform issues since 2011.

Saw Eh Htoo has been working as independent local consultant for

aid agencies and local organizations since 2011. He received a Master

of Arts in Anthropology from the University of Yangon and Master of

Arts in Christian Studies from Myanmar Institute of Theology. His

primary research interests and advocacy works are socio-cultural,

peace building and rural development. He has conducted fieldwork

in Rakhine State, Chin State, Shan State, Bago Region and Kayin



240  | International Journal of Burmese Scholarship v1n1

State. Currently, he is working as Executive Director at Kaw Lah
Foundation, a local NGO in Myanmar.

Dr. Ne Lynn Zaw graduated from the Institute of Medicine II in 2006.
He opened and operated a small clinic in the suburb of Moulmein
between 2006-2016.

Mollie Pepper is pursuing a Ph.D. in sociology at Northeastern
University. Her work focuses on gender and violence in the context
of armed conflict and peacebuilding, with particular focus on trans-
itional societies. Pepper’s dissertation examines the role of ethnic
women’s organizations in Burma/Myanmar’s ongoing political trans-
ition. Past work experience, including time as a humanitarian aid
worker on the Thailand-Burma border, informs her research. She
holds a MA in Law and Diplomacy from the Fletcher School, Tufts
University. Forthcoming work includes a chapter on children
displaced by conflict in Burma in The Realities of Children in Armed
Conflict: Theory, Method, and Practice edited by Myriam Denov and Bree
Akesson.

Eben I. Forbes is an independent consultant and researcher on
urban poverty and land issues, based in Yangon, Myanmar. He began
his career in New York, working for the city government as a
housing specialist for homeless adults. Years later he earned his
master’s degree in International Affairs from Columbia University. In
2003, he moved overseas to work with the urban poor in India,
Nicaragua and then Myanmar where he was Program Officer with UN
Habitat’s Land Administration and Management Program from 2010-
2014. The article presented here is the outcome of a year-long
research fellowship with Harvard Kennedy School’s Ash Center for
Democratic Governance and Innovation.


